UM\u27s \u27Backroads of Montana\u27 goes international by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
4-18-1997 
UM's 'Backroads of Montana' goes international 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM's 'Backroads of Montana' goes 
international" (1997). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 14790. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/14790 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 





UNIVERSITY C O M M U N IC A T IO N S  • M ISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
April 18, 1997
UM’S ‘BACKROADS OF MONTANA’ GOES INTERNATIONAL 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana-Missoula’s award-winning television series "Backroads of 
Montana” will soon be entertaining international audiences.
"Backroads" has been accepted for the HEARTLAND*USA Program Collections, the 
United States Public Television International Program Service. "Backroads of Montana" features 
interesting and unique people, places and events from around the Treasure State.
"W e’re very excited that our program will be seen overseas," said host William Marcus. A 
Montana native, Marcus is director of UM ’s Broadcast Media Center and KUFM-TV, Montana 
Public Television.
The series is produced by Marcus, Gus Chambers and Ray Ekness of UM’s Broadcast 
Media Center.
"Around the world, people believe the American West is still full of cowboys and Indians," 
Marcus said. "This will give them the opportunity to see ordinary people leading ordinary lives."
HEARTLAND*USA is working toward pilot overseas distribution of the new program 
service. U.S. programming will be sent to South Africa this year. Based upon this success, 
HEARTLAND will begin marketing the service in other international venues. HEARTLAND also 




"We hope it will help people outside of Montana appreciate the beauty, diversity and 
uniqueness of our great state," said Chambers. "Montanans know how great Montana is. Now 
everyone gets a chance to see and appreciate it."
"Backroads" is already seen in parts of seven states and four Canadian provinces over 
KUSM-TV and KUFM-TV, Montana Public Television; KSPS-TV Public Television in Spokane, 
Wash., and Prairie Public Television in North Dakota.
Videotapes of all nine "Backroads" episodes are available at more than 140 city, county and 
college libraries across Montana.
"Backroads of Montana" has won three Program of the Year awards from the Montana 
Broadcasters Association and is funded by grants from the Greater Montana Foundation, Travel 
Montana and The University of Montana.
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Contact: William Marcus, Gus Chambers or Ray Ekness, (406) 243-4101.
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